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tion. I am convinced that the bar and the people generally
who are best competent to judge feel that H. is by all
means the better man, and I do not see how I can avoid
sending in his name. Many of your strongest friends wish
him. It is a matter of the greatest regret to me that our
judgments on this point do not seem to agree. I would not
for one moment act against your wishes if it was a matter
of personal preference, but here my conception of duty
seems to me to require that I should nominate him."

Writing at this period to William H. Taft, then Civil
Governor of the Philippines, he gave, under date of March
13, 1903, this judicial estimate of the character and ser-
vices of the Republican leaders in both houses of Congress:

"My experience for the last year and a half, including
the two sessions of the last Congress and the special session
of the Senate which has just closed, has made me feel re-
spect and regard for Aldrich as one of that group of Sen-
ators, including Allison, Hanna, Spooner, Platt, of Connec-
ticut, Lodge and one or two others, who, together with
men like the next Speaker of the House, Joe Cannon, are
the most powerful factors in Congress. With every one
of these men I at times differ radically on important ques-
tions ; but they are the leaders, and their great intelligence
and power and their desire in the last resort to do what is
best for the government, make them not only essential to
work with, but desirable to work with. Several of the lead-
ers have special friends whom they desire to favor, or spe-
cial interests with which they are connected and which they
hope to serve. But, taken as a body, they are broadminded
and patriotic, as well as sagacious, skilful and resolute.
Each of them is set in his ways on certain points. Thus,
with both Hanna and Aldrich I had to have a regular
stand-up fight before I could get them to accept any trust
legislation; but when I once got them to say they would
give in, they kept their promise in good faith, and it was
far more satisfactory to work with them than to try to
work with the alleged radical reformers. Aldrich, for in-